
Dear students and the academic body of McGill University, 
 
 
This is a testimonial from Kateryna Gordiychuk, a former Culture Section Editor at the 
McGill Daily to endorse the DPS’ presence on campus as an important student voice of social 
justice. 
 
During my time with the publication, first as a News and Culture writer during the 2014-2015 
academic years, and later as an editor during Spring 2016, I have seen the newspaper delve 
into many of the issues crucial to universities and Canada as a whole. The student voices that 
would have not otherwise been represented occupy a central role of the McGill Daily’s 
content mandate. And it is necessary that students can speak up about the issues that matter to 
them, not just the issues that are deemed important by the university administration. 
 
The newspaper has made me a critical writer and an attentive editor, but, more importantly, it 
made me question my prejudices and my beliefs as a student and a human being. It provided 
an amazing resource for those of us that have great passion for journalism and social justice 
to watch and learn in the absence of a journalism program at McGill.  
 
My praise goes hand in hand with my constructive criticism, however. The McGill Daily is 
there to give space to the silenced, but it often fails to create a safe space for other justice-
oriented students who seek to have a critical discussion on matters of women’s 
empowerment, identity, and power structures. In my time with the newspaper, I have never 
felt completely at ease voicing my concerns about the team’s take on feminism and I never 
became quite a part of the team. Moreover, I didn’t feel appreciated by others, even though I 
worked for the two, as the newspaper failed to find another editor. So, I’m urging the MD 
board of directors to watch closely whether the students are indeed providing the safe spaces 
they claim to be so proficient at. 
 
I would like to call for the newspaper to remain an important part of the university’s campus 
life. Otherwise, many of the students that speak out about identity, cultural appropriation, 
unjust politics, and racism will remain unheard. The publication has produced a lot of 
original content on sexual violence on campus, the understanding of identity, and student 
politics, which I hope continues for years to come. 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
Kateryna Gordiychuk 


